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Do not assume content reflects current 
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SPECIAL ANNUAL CATALOGUE 


CRORE S@NEW HYBRID 


GLADIOLI 


AWARDED THE GRAND PRIZE 
AT THE WORLD'S FAIR 
SD, LOUIS, 1904 
WINNERS OF GOLD MEDAL 
AND THIRTEEN FIRST 


PRIZES, PAN-AMERICAN 
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OTHER VARIETIES OF DOMESTIC anp FOREIGN 
ORIGIN OF ACKNOWLEDGED MERIT 
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ARTHUR COWEE 


MEADOWVALE FARM ,:. BERLIN, N. Y. 
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ITH the view of giving the amateur a decided advance in 
quality and value, all sales will be made from the following 
lists. 


Comparison with the varieties, sections and strains, will 

convince experienced growers that the increase in value and 

quality is far in advance of the prices charged, and the discarding of 

older varieties and strains that have not stood the test of competition is 

in the interest of the grower, and save him the cost of selection. The 

World’s Best Seedlings (Silver Trophy Strain) are the coming strain of 
commerce, and never fail to give satisfaction. 


The New Hybrid Seedlings are being yearly increased in value by the 
elimination of the more common shades, and by the addition of new and 
tested varieties of special beauty and vigor. 


The Silver Trophy Strain in its three sections also is receiving atten- 
tion during the entire blooming season, to the end of purifying the colors 
in their respective sections. [I cannot recommend these too highly. They 
should be largely planted. 


Groff’s Special Selections for 1904 are listed for 1905 as Gold Medal 
Collection, sections one, two and three; this stock being used in the 
preparation of the Gold Medal Collection. 

The leading novelty of this list is the World’s Fair Collection of 
Groff’s new and rare Gladiol1. 

No such collection was ever offered before in the world, and cannot 
be obtained elsewhere. In its preparation expensive named varieties are 
used, without regard to their cost or value, and hundreds of new varie- 
ties practically unknown; such diversity, quality, and value, was never 
before offered in any list in commerce. 
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“Whatever success I have been permitted to achieve as the result of 
iny labors, are gains to the world and to civilization; they are new crea- 
tions, evolved from nothing; their original parents being simply weeds, 
in the eyes of the refined admirer of beautiful flowers. And like the 
product of the miner’s toil, they are drafts upon the great treasure 
house of Nature, wronging and robbing no one; unlike the results of 
speculative competition, those mere exchanges of wealth too often be- 
sprinkled with tears of the widow and the orphan, or even the suc- 
cesses of legitimate commerce, seldom attained without grinding compe- 
tition, involving the very life-blood of struggling man.” 

H. H. GROFF, before Provincial Association. 
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“T have been an interested observer of the work of Mr. Groff during 
the past ten years, and it is particularly worthy of commendation. His 
display of hybrid Gladioli at Buffalo is wonderful, and it is safe to 
say that the named varieties of five years ago sink into insignificance 
when placed alongside of his seedlings. Mr. Groff’s Gladiolus exhibit 
is worth a visit to the Pan-American. It is at once an object lesson and 
an inspiration.” 


Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. —PROF. JOHN CRAIG. 


From Luther Burbank, to Mr. H. H. Groff: 


“T have watched your progress with the Gladioli, especially at the 
Pan-American, etc., and am delighted you have made such a glorious 
success of it. With the many discouragements of Plant Originators 
there is plenty of silver lining sooner or later.” 


SANTA Rosa, CAL., Jan. 2, 1902. 
*& % % % 


“Varieties improved from man’s point of view must receive kind 
treatment and richer food than wild forms of the same plant. The cul- 
tivated plant, like the domesticated animal, yields in a measure its powers 
of self-defense to adapt itself to our service. Man must in return provide 
for its safety and nourishment. In the improvement of plants the action 
of man, much like influences which act on plants in the wild state, only 
brings about slow and gradual changes, often scarcely noticeable at first. 
But if the first efforts toward the desired end be kept on steadily, the 
changes will soon become greater and greater, and the last stages of the 
improvement will become much more rapid than the first one.” 


—VILMORIN. 


OUR address has been given me either personally, or by 

some friend who believes you are much interested in flow- 

| ers, nevertheless it is barely possible you may not be in- 

terested in my annual catalogue. It such is the case, I trust 

you will not think me too presumptious in requesting that you 

advise me by postal to remove your address from my mailing list, 
otherwise I shall infer that you desire me to continue sending it. 

Very ‘truly yours, 


ARTHUR COWEE. 
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ARTHUR COWEE, 
Gladiolus Specialist, 
Meadowvale Farm, Berlin, N. Y. 


Aeeording to the terms and priees in your eatalogue for 
the present year, 


Forward to 
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THE GLADIOLUS. 


A search, be it ever so painstaking and complete, of the floral king- 
dom, will discoyer no flower of such easy culture, embracing the great 
range of color with endless combinations and variety, to equal the 
Gladiolus. Although called the people’s flower, it to-day is practically 
unknown to both the amateur and average grower, and I claim for the 
newer hybrids greater beauty and more exquisite coloring than in any 
other garden ornament. Even the orchids failed to equal it, excepting 
in durability as a cut flower, and here the Giadiolus excels all others. 


For the best results, cut the spike when the first flower opens and 
bloom in the house. This treatment is also beneficial to the bulb. 


Varieties of the Gladiolus are now numbered by thousands, but com- 
paratively few possess sufficient vitality to reproduce characteristic 
flowers; the same may be said of self-fertilized seedlings. This makes 
my selected collections of special value and advantage to the buyer, and 
not afforded by any other grower. The process of selection also assures 
the best possible results in the hybridized seedlings listed herein. 


In this catalogue is presented to the progressive amateur, as well as 
the scientist, the most valuable varieties, collections and mixtures offered 
in the world. They are selected with the view of giving the critical 
grower unequalled value and satisfaction. 


The only bulbs, blooming size, sent out are first quality old, and 
strong bulblet grown. The latter are the best value and produce the 
finest flowers this season and next. These and smaller sizes are kept 
for my own growing, in preference to the largest matured corms. No 
second size or cull old bulbs are sent out at any price—they never give 
satisfaction. 

The brief cultural instructions condensed herein are sufficient for 
general use. Special conditions of soil and climate should be made the 
subject of correspondence. 
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The paper by H. H. Grotf of Simcoe, Ont., on “Breeding from ‘Tame’ 
versus ‘Wild’ species,” which was presented at the Plant and Animal 
Breeders’ Convention in St. Louis, December, 1903, has had such a wide 
circulation and attracted so much attention in England and the United 
States that a second edition of the printed copy has been issued. Since 
the circulation of the first edition, Mr. Groff’s claims for the great advant- 
ages to be gained by breeding from domestic specific types has been sup- 
ported by Prof. Hugo de Vries in his lecture at St. Louis in September of 
1904. Prof. de Vries’ conclusions were reached after an exhaustive series 
of experiments conducted for the purpose of proving that domestic species 
could be produced within a comparatively limited period of operation. 
Breeding from select mothers, with dornestic specific types as sires is the 
line on which Mr. Groff claims to have made his greatest advancement. 
and his is the honor of having been the first to call attention publicly to 
the theories of which the correctness has now again been verified. 


—HORTICULTURE, BOSTON, MASS. 
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Extract froin Florist Exchange, Sept. 2oth: 

“We now understand that crossing is good for the species; because it 
constantly revitalizes offspring with the strongest traits of the parents, 
and ever presents new combinations. But crossing alone can accomplish 
comparatively little, the chief power in the progression of plants is selec- 
tion: the force which augments, develops and fixes types, and we must 
constantly select the best, in order to make any advancement.” 


—BAILEY. 


Be ake. ae ok) 

“\Ve are now standing just at the gateway of scientific horticulture— 
only have been a few steps in the measureless fields, which will stretch 
out as we advance into the golden sunshine of a more complete knowl- 
edge of the forces which are to unfold all the graceful forms of garden 
beauty and wealth of fruits and flowers.” 


—BURBANK. 
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“Although it is well known that selection is the great force in im- 
provement, too many professional growers are content with selecting, 
the seed parent only; and the credit they would like to take for this care 
and enterprise would make them the subjects of ridicule with those who 
are improving by selection all useful forms in the animal kingdom.” 

Hl. H. GROFF, before Waterloo Horticultural Society, 


and Provincial Association of Fruit Growers. 
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1904—NOV ELT Y—1904 


WORLD’S FAIR COLLECTION OF GROFF’S NEW 
AND RARE GLADIOLI. 


This new collection is prepared from high-class novelties of recent 
production, and a few meritorious named varieties of late European 
introduction. It contains only a few hundred varieties specially selected 
from the cream of high quality and is prepared to meet the demand for 
a ltmited number of extra choice types rather than a collection of great 
range in variety like the Pan-American Exposition Collection which 
contains over ten thousand varieties. 

The shades of red, scarlet, crimson, cerise, yellow, blue and light 
colors are of the highest order and the purest quality. The flowers are 
of exceptional size and beauty. 


Price per 100, $25.00. 25 at {00 rate. 


Che Gold Medal Collection. 
Groff’s Extra Select Pan-American Exposition Collection. 


This collection is made up from the choice, new varieties exhibited at 
Buffalo in 1901, and contains varieties of such high proven quality that 
no grower, however critical, can wish for better value. 

In its preparation, over 600 named varieties have been discarded, 
and every desirable section known is represented—Gandavensis, Lemoine, 
Nanceianus, Blues, and New Hybrids. 

In this collection the Whites, Lights, and Yellow shades are of the 
purest colors obtainable, relieved in many varieties by stains and blotches 
of most intense and decided contrast. 

The Pinks, Reds, Scarlets, Crimsons, and Cerise shades are of the 
highest quality, with fiowers of the largest size and greatest perfection. 

The New Blues, including tints of Lilac, Heliotrepe, and Clematis, 
were never before offered in mixture. 

The flowers are of the largest size in their respective types, the spikes 
of correct form, with plants of exceptional vigor and vitality. 

This new collection is the best and latest product of years of costly 
effort and the result of scientific hybridization from the most valuable 
materia! the world has known. It is prepared specially with the view of 
providing the amateur with a typical collection of the Modern Gladiolus. 
No such was ever before offered, and no better value can be desired. 

Offered in lots of 25, 50, 75 or 100 corms, or upwards. Every col- 
lection separately prepared. So great is the diversity of this excellent 
collection that the purchasers of 1,000 corms will get few duplicates. 


Price Der 100)-515.00) 25 at 1oo rate. 
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At the Pan-American Exposition, so at the World’s Fair in the Hor- 
ticultural Building, the chief attraction in the cut flower department is 
the Gladiolus exhibit from Arthur Cowee, Meadowvale Farm, Berlin, 
N. Y., consisting of 725 vases containing 8,000 spikes of the most beauti- 
ful and artistic varieties of this flower ever staged in the world. The 
principal strains shown are the Groff’s Hybrids in their several sections, 
and comprise almost every shade and combination of shades known. 


The arrangement on circular shelves, between which are mirrors, in- 
creases the attraction of the exhibit, and is a credit to Mr. Cowee. All 
of the material used in constructing the rustic booth in the center, as well 
as the outside circle came from Meadowvale Farm. 


Weekly shipments are made from the fields at Berlin, N. Y., where 
100 acres are being grown; also from a five acre planting at Belleville, 
Tll., where about half a million bulbs have been planted at three different 
periods so as to secure a succession of blooming. Upon the Exposition 
grounds Mr. Cowee has planted, in six beds, about 125,000 bulbs, mostly 
from the Silver Trophy Strain and Gold Medal Collection. 


October Ist, 1904. —FLORIST’S EXCHANGE. 


An ideal place for any lover of flowers to visit at this time of the year 
(August 26th) is Meadowvale Farm, the home of Arthur Cowee, the 
Gladiolus Specialist, at Berlin, N. Y. 

One of the earliest impressions formed in the mind of the visitor is the 
thoroughness with which Mr. Cowee has gone into his specialty. 


Sept. roth, 1904. AMERICAN FLORIST. 
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His planting of Gladiolus last year was the largest in the World and 
this year he will have to seek other planets for a comparison. : 


March 6th, 1904. ALBANY SUNDAYGPRE Ss 


A ravishing dream of beauty, where every color of the Flora-world 
nods and blends in infinite variety is situated at the west end of the Hor- 
ticultural building and is the largest display of Gladiolus ever gathered to- 
gether. 

From the parent stem blossoms of every hue and in strangest combina- 
tions and strongest contrasts flourish, and perhaps not less than 10,000 
species may be found in this beautiful array. 


September 25th, 1904. Si. LOU Stak 
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THE GOLD MEDAL COLLECTION. 


In Cotor SECTIONS. 


These special selected collections of New Hybrids are prepared from 
the cream of the world’s named introductions, in Gandavensis, Lemoine 
and Nanceianus after discarding over 600 named varieties, and some also 
include choice new tested seedlings of equal or greater merit. 

I—SELECTED NEW DARK HYBRIDS. All shades and combi- 
nations of red, scarlet, and crimson, of highest quality. 

Pcie MOONS Gi; Yew (yt =) tes ayaa is et feet SI 2.00 


2—SELECTED NEW WHITE, LIGHT, AND YELLOW HY- 
BRIDS. No equal value offered elsewhere or otherwise obtainable. 
Per TOO = eon ene So Se SS STE OO 
3—SELECTED NEW BLUE HYBRIDS. Not offered elsewhere 
in the world (no smoky or slate blues). 
SRO Onweeiee te ete aig tou Se yoo | S800 
Large blooming bulbs, the only size offered. 
25 at 100 rate. 
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THE SILVER TROPHY STRAIN. 


GROFF’S “WORLD’S BEST” NEW HYBRID SEEDLINGS. 


INE WESiee REDS. SGARTETS, AND ~CRIMSONS.. The 
world’s commercial strains, offer few equal and none better (they should 
be largely planted). : 

er WOO ss Secateurs te! ged ea Re te 1 G2.00 


2—NEW WHITE, LIGHT, AND YELLOW. All shades of white, 
cream, and yellow, in many combinations, relieved by stains and blotches 
of rich colors in most pleasing contrasts. 
Pek 1008 te Oe ee. Se SE £ SSA OO 
2 AE OO SIN CLES,  LIbAG AND HELIO- 
TROPE SHADES. New Hybrids of Papilio Major, practically un- 
known. No such seedlings offered elsewhere in the world. 
CE AOO tt ret beer tartrate oe a ea WSS OO 
Large blooming bulbs, the only size offered. Possible variation in 
colors as above classified, due to out-crosses, will be covered by extra 
count in filling orders. 
25 at 100 rate. 
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Extract from the Florist Exchange (an unquestioned authority) of issue 
Sept. 20th, 1902. 


The Meadowvale Farm of Arthur Cowee, of Gladiolus fame, is situate 
in the hamlet of Berlin, N. Y.; and, although somewhat removed from 
regular roads of travel, the Gladiolus industry is an attraction that brings 
many flower iovers to Berlin during the plant’s flowering season. 

It was our privilege on the first of September to ramble over the fields, - 
and note the Gladioli in their many different hues; and, although it was 
perhaps a week or ten days too late for the fields to be viewed at their best, 
the sight presented was well worth the journey. 

As is well known, the varieties of Gladiolus grown here are principally 
those now known to the trade as Groft’s Hybrids. When we entered the 
field it was our intention to note and try to describe some of the newer 
creations; but the varieties are so multitudinous, and of such excellent 
merit generally, that they can only be referred to in sections; and we 
can now easily appreciate Mr. Groff’s system of refraining from naming 
his varieties. There are so many that would be worthy of a name, should 
that system be adopted, that it would be impossible to find appellations for 
them all. 

Before entering further into the subject, we ought to say that Mr. 
Cowee is a life-long enthusiast on Gladiolus, and for the past ten years he 
has been growing them extensively. Now, ten years’ cultivation and close 
observation of any one particular flower must necessarily give one a fair 
inderstanding of the subject in hand, and although all the new European 
varieties are grown and tested carefully, as well as the several well-known 
American strains, Mr. Cowee does not hesitate to say that Groff’s Hybrids 
lead all others. To some that may seem a very broad statement, as there 
are now several other beautiful types of Gladiolus that are well-known 
commercially ; but if we look closely into the matter we must admit that 
Mr. Cowee is justified in his opinion. Let us take diversity of color, for 
instance. There was one block of a light-colored section—probably 
about two acres. We cut fifty spikes indiscriminately from the ends of the 
rows nearest the path. When these fifty spikes were closely examined it 
was found that there was only one duplicate among them. All were light 
colored in the strictest sense of the word: and, excepting one, they were 
all dissimilar. In that block there were at least 500 different varieties. 
So much for color variation. 

With respect to constitutional vigor, this is perhaps their very strong- 
est point. When seen growing in close proximity to other strains, Groff’s 
Hybrids all flower, and every bud will open and fully develop. It is also 
very noticeable that the very small bulblets, or cormels, of these hybrids 
have a propensity for flowering while very young; of one block of such 
cormels that, when planted, were from 3% to 58 of an inch in diameter, 
go per cent. had flowered. 

CONCLUDED ON PAGE T4. 
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GROFF’S HYBRID SEEDLINGS. 


THE MOST POPULAR STRAIN IN AMERICA. 


The original introductions of Mr. Groff awarded certificate of merit 
by Society of American Florists, New York, 1900, where they defeated 
the whole Childsi section exhibited in competition by the introducer. 

Also certificate of merit at Buffalo, 1901, and at Ashville, S. C., 1902. 

In this section I control over 75 per cent. more of the varieties compris- ~ 
ing this strain than any other grower, in fact the whole of this important 


introduction is in my hands including every variety offered by all other 
growers. 


Earee: Blooming Bulbss price per 100) = =~ =.=. = $ 2/50 
Raree Blooming Bulbs: price per 1,000 —-9 = =~ = =. 15.00 
Second Sizewsullsssprice per IGO a7- =) 7-3 -- = 1.50 
Second: Sizeu au bs epriceipemtOOOr s 4-2 98-5.) = ou — 10:00 
Small Bulbs, 3% to 5g-in. diameter per 100 - - - - 75 
Small Bulbs, 3% to 3£-in. diameter per 1000 - - - 6.00 


250 at 1,000 rate. 


Note.—Much stock which never originated with Mr. Groff is being 
offered as his hybrids. For the buyer’s protection I would suggest that 
he insist upon Meadowvale grown bulbs only. One comparison by bloom- 
ing any of such offered, by the side of mine will convince you that my 
advice is good. 


COWEBE’S SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND MIXTURES. 


COWEE’S MIDWAY COLLECTION. 


This collection is specially prepared as an intermediate or midway 
section between the Goid Medal and Silver Trophy strains of Pan-Amer- 
ica celebrity, and those of a popular character following, all in high types 
of commercial value. 

It is prepared from all sections in new named varieties of European 
origin which until the introduction of the Gold Medal and Silver Trophy 
strains at Buffalo have led the world, also a few of the earlier introduc- 
tion of Groff Hybrids. It will be found of exceptional value, quality and 
diversity. 

Price Der WOOs = wee pietiee Fe Pian ere ae ris fr Gs 06 

25 at 100 rate. 


13 


Another feature that points towards exceptional vigor is the freedom 
with which the plants produce their cormels; with no other varieties, as 
grown here, can there be so rapid an increase from parent stock. 


It has been remarked that the Gladiolus is most useful as a cut flower, 
and that is, or should be, its proper sphere. That the demand for it as 
a cut flower is increasing each year is a fact, though city florists have 
ideas to the contrary. It must be remembered that while city florists are 
enjoying their dull season, the Summer resorts are in full swing and the 
Gladiolus is in the height of its beauty. It is from the latter places that 
the chief demand comes, and until there is some flower grown that can be 
had cheaper and will last longer the Gladiolus will reign supreme and the 
demand for it will increase year by year. 

To accommodate the immense number of corms through the Winter 
season large storehouses are necessary. Mr. Cowee has two of these 
houses on the farm, each 96x 27 feet, and two stories high, piped for 
heating, and lighted with electricity. 

Besides lighting the establishment with electricity, Mr. Cowee has his 
residence fully lighted (some 27 lamps are in use) by this illuminant. 

There is also a saw-mill where the boards for all his crates are sawn 
from logs. 

His brother, W. J. Cowee, has here several machines making wired 
tooth-picks, and the power is derived from a small stream of water which 
flows from the reservoir built for irrigation purposes. Incidentally, there 
has been no need for irrigating the Gladiolus fields this year. 

Before concluding, we must remark that Meadowvale Farm is an ideal 
place to sped a Summer’s day. The beauty of the Gladiolus fields, and 
the genial hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Cowee make the visit one to be 
lone remembered. 
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In the opinion of experts on the matter of hybridizing the Gladiolus, 
Mr. Groff, of Simcoe, Canada, stands foremost in the world at this work.” 


WAIKATO ARGUS, New Zealand. 
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I wish to tell you that it has never been my privilege to see Gladioli in 
all my experience like those grown from bulbs you sent me last spring. 
They were extremely large and handsome in form and color. 


MassacHusetts, Nov. 23d, 1903. REV. J. A. L———. 
a a 
I have just finished taking up my bulbs and wish to say that the 


Groff’s Hybrid Seedlings gave entire satisfaction and made a fine display, 
please send me your catalogue as soon as published. 


Ittinots, Nov. 7th, 1903. H. H. G-———_. 
14 


DOUBLE NASTURTIUM 


BRIGHT YELLOW and BRIGHT CRIMSON. 


An ever blooming trailing plant of exceptionally strong growth and 
easy to cultivate. Especially adapted for 


Hanging 
Baskets 
Lawn 
Vases 
Rustico 


Boxes 
OR WHERE ANY RUNNING VINE IS DESIRED, 
The flowers are double and of good size. 
PRICHS: 
EACH, DOZ. 100 
Double Yellow, ; : : 15¢ $1.50 $9.00 
Double Crimson, ‘ ; : 15¢ $1.50 $9.00 


By Mail or Express, charges prepaid. 


If you are ordering Gladioli from Meadowvale Farm and desire any of these 
plants, we have arranged with Mr. Arthur Cowee so that we may include your order 
in the same package. Address all orders and make remittances payable to 


NILREB GREENHOUSES, BERLIN, N. Y. 


eee 


renee a 


’ 


From SILVER TROPHY STRAIN, SECTION ONE, 


From SILVER Tropuy STRAIN, SECTION: Two. 


SCENE IN ONE OF THE MEADOWVALE FIELDS. 


COWEE’S “BUFFALO” MIXTURE. 


This is a strain composed entirely of selected named varieties, Mr. 
Burbank’s California Select. Mr. Gray’s Ingleside Hybrids and named 
Childsi. : 


Fee Pert@O, = = -. = - a = ee Se ee ee $3.00 
25 at 100 rate. 
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COWEE’S “NIAGARA” STRAIN. 


This mixture is prepared for the use of those who need large quanti- 
ties at reasonable prices. 

It contains named white, light, yellow and variegated types of Ameri- 
can Hybrids, and named Childsi. It is sure to give satisfaction. 


eewmeGMOOwt ) 7 = 2 Fe 2 el §250 
25 at 100 rate. 


MISCELLANEOUS SORTS. 


Meadowvale Mixture contains the largest number of the most mag- 
nificent varieties of any popular mixture of commerce. 


Per 1000 
PitiesimeOIZe mee ar eras Poe Seca Or, See). TR ee Ses $10.00 
SSCOING. Sie oe ie Ue ei AR ana oa cae 7.50 


Lemoine Hybrids embracing hundreds of the more modern colors, 
and many novelties. 


=. JELSSUPAT ENMU EG ee oa ea $15.00 
Hpi UY Mito Gl ee etre eas bye RS LN es ate g ww ove, 01d vale olse 10.00 
Nancemnus, Wixed. mer hundred, $4.05 2.6 e256. ea on ooo 35.00 
Niisced: Olanlelsipet statin rede, 75) ess ot Jn ae ao = ses eieinie ew: = 15.00 
Bombaaks) Calitornia select per hundred: $3:.00....... .:.. 25.00 


MIXTURES TO COLOR. 


Nias nach eheclaty Sitages|. lari Severe ce steps. Goes sc sete alee ore $12.00 
| PINTS SS ASIN ye Se ray A eG es ae eine a Mara 10.00 
Seam eta aiGalieednsMades: pice tele ise eb 1ey. Sls bee se ee ee 7.00 
(O)naneie ainda Mello er eee ees oe ae ce oe oeg ¢ Sos lo ap dim ware as 25.00 
Siri pecan cimlerared art) come cee nia Cie se kiw esc ooo eve 18.00 
[BHA ES SinPVGIESy oa Sh st eae eID ee 16.00 
Smoky and Slaty Elybrids per bundred,.$2.00. 3.2... oc-eu.4 15.00 


25 at 100 rate. 
250 at 1,000 rate. 
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The brilliant coloring of Groff’s first section of Gladioli was a great 
gain over existing hybrids. The seedlings sent me this season were very 
robust, and show a good advance over the first section. I was particularly 
interested in the blue and lilac shades. 


New York. RoR SPOCK DALE? Vice-Pres & 


Groff’s Hybrid Gladioli were the finest we have ever had, in fact this 
year we had the finest Gladioli in this section. They were superb, having 
stems four to six feet in height, in gorgeous colors. ! would like to secure 
some of the reds separate for mass effects for next season. 


MAINE. WILLIAM MILLER. 
Mr. H—————— has just given me your letter regarding the Gladiolus 


which I received from you through him. I can only say that they were 
far ahead of my anticipations, and I have never seen anything in the 
Gladiolus worid that was as beautiful. They attracted much attention, 
and were the admiration of all who saw them. 

MASSACHUSETTS. FRANK Eh DODGE: 


It gives me great pleasure to assure you that the stock of Gladiolus 
received from you was a perfect success and excited unlimited admira- 
tien while in bloom in Copley Square. As you know we had a great many 
visitors from other cities this season, on account of the Grand Army En- 
campment, and I am very sure you would have been much gratified if you 
had heard even a tenth part of the praise they bestowed upon the Gladiolus. 

As for my own opinion I will merely say, that [ am not at all surprised 
that the Grand Prize was awarded your exhibit at the St. Louis Fair. 

City of Boston, Public Grounds Dept., 


November 25th, 1904. WILLIAM DOOGUE, Supt. 
co ee 


The Gladioli are in bloom, and are a glorious rival to my sumptuous 
orchids. I need not add that they give me exquisite delight. I think 
them a wonderful creation, and in form and coloring, cannot be sur- 
passed in Nature’s realm. I cannot say enough to let you know how much 
pleasure I have gotten out of my investment. Now I only wonder what 
magnificent blooms I have failed to secure, becatise 1 did not buy more 
of them. 

CoNnNEcTICUT, Aug. 26th, 1902. MRS. B. B. T————. 
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NAMED GANDAVENSIS AND OTHERS. 


EUR EY.” yO eee Ta Pg a ere Ee eer 


Lovely pure white with blue anthers. Strong, straight 
spike often having two and three branches. 


MSO AMES CMR ceols tre, ck Lhe ethos ceo DAL Ric a 


Clear lilac, stained pale violet and yellow. 


BS igctMCM Cw eM SU See tay <a SEE Cs) Sc ucys eysile Gucci Rial sunset >. accent anes 


Vermulion Scarlet, an old variety but much planted on 
account of brilliant color. 


(Cena. Lic. Se cccmraeee aime ise ae van neha Meme ramet 


Fine light yellow, strong spike. 


(CERES a be oc ARE ET eg ae rs a ee 


White, spotted with purplish rose, often flowers ap- 
pear opposite each other on the spike. 


TY UUGASIMSY SYCIPUDS Heel ELAR SS EA ara oka ee 


Medium Sized well open flower; tender rose, blazed 
carmine red. 


Herve enc dee err ata Beene ACN SEIU) J a PSs as 


Medium sized flowers, of ivory-white ground, striped 
and suffused with bright rosy salmon, violet blotch. 


Cal AS? Sue AOS 5 Sete Seas A ee re i ean a ea 


Early flowering plant of dwarf habit; flowers salmony 
rose with a fire-red blotch on straw colored ground. 


GIG ORG EIU We I ee eater bei ace eee Aen 


Large flowers. deep crimson, slightly stained yellow, 
spotted with purple. 


ance Diculatovey 5. nort em see Mesos os hee cate he 


Flowers creamy white, lower petals stained maroon. 


Aliontrtapesstell la eae eee eases Ser Sonne Sem otha ay 


White, slightly tinted with sulphur. 


MiadaniaevtoOnmetetrse oor cee come ae le ee se E 


Delicate rose, late bloomer. 


INiatic-Ienmloiner. patric. Gerke ee Le ee a 


Slender spike, well expanded flowers; upper division of 
a pale creamy color, flushed salmon, lilac; the 
lower division spotted violet and yellow. A very 
dainty variety. 


Mavinswa ghee sme. UA atte ete: a ae eae 


Lovely pure white flower, finely flaked bright rosy 
crimson, strong spike. Good forcing variety. 


SOO OP tac dee eet meet eles nmack etn Dae hilt Meee Shel te 


Gocd sized bloom of rich red, with prominent white 
spots on the three lower petals. 


Sena tons Willer a es ae ee Ee ed aries 


Large flowers, pure blue, dark violet blotch with a yel- 
low stain, striped blue. 


Bilalvespeancs Gers. eae py ok eee eter ow ahi osmrs Secs 


Pure white, slightly suffused with carmine rose; large 
rosy blotch. Good forcing variety. 
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Per 100 


$5 


00 
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Per 1000 
$40 00 


6 00 


8 00 


16 00 
10 00 


I2 OO 


16 090 


20 00 


40 OO 


CULTURAL DIRECTIONS. 


Plant in full exposure to the sun, in any well enriched garden soil, 
avoiding contact with manure, which should never be fresh. Where soil 
is stiff clay, fill the drill with sandy loam—water when necessary during 
the early stages of growth and again when buds show color. The bulbs 
may be planted in double rows, two inches apart in a four inch drill, two, 
three and four inches deep, according to size. Here we plant from the 
middle of April to the middle of May, and with all sections and sizes, 
bloom is continuous from the end of July until frost. 


Before the ground freezes, dig up the bulbs, cut off the stalk close, 
and store in a cool dry place. The old bulb, or more properly speaking, 
corm, may be removed a few weeks later when convenient. The process 
of acclimation of foreign varieties is not only an advantage to the grower: 
on this continent but the beneficial effects of culture in our stimulating 
northern atmosphere will be more apparent when the bulbs are developed 
in the more genial and humid climates of our Southern and Middle States. 


Those who fail to succeed with stock furnished by me will please re- 
port the same; and if due to any cause under my control, I shall be glad to 
make it good, as, before increasing the number of my correspondents, it 
is my wish to assure satisfaction and value to those who have favored 
me with their orders. Satisfaction 1s guaranteed as to quality of stock 
furnished. No guarantee other than that stock is true to name, is given 
as to results, these being practically under the control of the grower. 


REGARDING GLADIOLUS SEED. 


I have many applications during the season for Gladioli seed. This 
we do not sell for several reasons, the two principal ones of which are as 
follows: 


First. The seed from which our new varieties are produced, is hand 
hybridized and grown by Mr. H. H. Groff, at Simcoe. 


Second. The growing and flowering of bulbs from Gladioli seed is 
a delicate and tedious task, and there are few whose experience and 
patience would be proportionately rewarded by the results. 


It is more satisfactory and economical to buy well established bulbs 
produced by scientific hybridizing with a thorough knowledge of the 
parent plants. 


J 
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The Gladioli bulbs I purchased from you last Spring gave the best 
of satisfaction. They attracted the attention of every one who saw 
them, for their beauty of color and large spike. You certainly deserve 
credit for the production of such shades and spikes. 


PENNSYLVANIA, Oct., 1902. FRED H———,, Florist. 


%& © © % & 


The Gladioli bulbs purchased from you last Spring being planted 
so late, all have not yet bloomed. Enough bloomed, however, to win 
me first premium at our fair. The blue ones are very pretty. They are 
the only ones of the kind ever seen in our city. If I live, I am so well 
pleased, that 1 will buy from no one else next year. 


OREGON, Sept. 29th, 1902. MRS. J. V. T—————. 


As to the result of the planting of your Gladioli bulbs I will say, that 
they have far exceeded even our expectations in size, and in every way. 
They are perfectly beautiful, and have been much admired. 


New York, Oct., 1902. LORAIN N. D————. 


y, \ J ¥, 
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The Gladioli bulbs, Niagara Strain sent by you have all bloomed. 
Some were very beautiful, and | would like to have more in the Spring. 
Others in our neighborhood will want bulbs, as mine were very much 
admired when in bloom. I had a great many planted, but none as fine as 
yours. 

PENNSYLVANIA, Oct. 25th, 1902. IMEI) slg EI 

‘ 
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They were al! fine (Groff’s) far exceeding my expectations. 


At C————— I[ made two entries, took first and second premiums. At 
A————— I made one entry, took first premium there. The judges at 
A———— say they never saw such quality before. (Gold Medal Col- 


lection, and Gold Medal and Silver Trophy Strain). Nothing for me in 
the future but the best. 


New York, Oct. 27th, 1902. CHARLES L—W¥—_. 
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The superb collection of Gladioli which you so kindly presented to me, 
reached here yesterday, and are in prime condition. I have spent every 
moment since trying to name, photograph, and record the color of as 
many specimens as possible. Some of them are known to us, but the mag- 
nificent blues and purples are entire strangers. How shall we name 
thems = = =) = Whankine you most heartily for the handsomest 
collection of flowers I have ever seen at one time, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 


New York, N. Y., Aug. 20th, 1902. A. S, aM) [ 
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A FEW DON’ES. 


DON’T think that in ordering a few bulbs you will compass a wide 
range of varieties, for we have over ten thousand. We do claim, however, 
that even in small quantities, you will secure a larger variety of high 
quality, than in any other stock offered at the same, and higher prices. 

DON’T, whether you buy our stock, or that of others, pick out the 
largest bulbs from a collection or mixture, and imagine you have the best 
quality, for by so doing, you may eliminate from your purchase, varieties 
of high quality which never produce large bulbs. 

DON’T, if you have been led into paying high prices for medium and 
poor quality under high sounding names, fail to give our stock a trial 
order. Compare quality and prices, and select from the stock and secure 
at small cost, if you wish, a collection of greater value than is possible 
under the obsolete naming system. 

All stock herein offered, is subject to prior sale, and orders received 
are not binding until accepted in writing. 

_In filling orders, no substitutions will be made unless so instructed. 
Stock for greenhouse forcing can be shipped in the Autumn after the 
bulbs are thoroughly cured. 

Special discount to seedsmen, or to those ordering in lots of ten thou- 
sand or more. 

Our fields, which will be more extensive and beautiful this year than 
ever before, are near the railroad station and during the blooming season 
(July to October) I shall consider it a pleasure to receive and show 
visitors through them. 

Parties contemplating a visit should advise me a day or two in ad- 
vance. 


ORDER EARLY. 


Every season, orders reach us too late to be properly executed, on 
account of the required early planting of some very late flowering varieties. 


¥, ¥, +, 
se & 


DIRECTIONS FOR ORDERING. 


CAREFULLY SIGN YOUR NAME, POST OFFICE, 
COUNTY AND STATE. 


Remittances should accompany all orders from unknown purchasers, 
and may be made by post office order, express order, New York draft, or 
cash by registered letter. Postage stamps accepted as cash. 

During the blooming season, usually between July 25th and frost 
time, I can furnish cut spikes of superior flowers in large or small quan- 
tities, and shall be pleased to quote prices upon application. 

Address all orders to ARTHUR COWEE, Proprietor, 
Meadowvale Farm, Berlin, N. Y. 
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I can assure you they are one of the handsomest specimens 
which ever came to the Catskill Mountains, being admired by everybody, 
and you certainly deserve credit for your skill and art in producing these 
Gladioli. The different shades of color and the artistic designs upon them 
are beautiful. In looking at them, every minute you discover some- 
thing different, and new in color. Only sorry to state that the pleasure 
to enjoy them was so short, as the season in the mountains this year was 
rather poor for flowers. 


CATSKILL MOUNTAINS, Sept., 1902. CHARLES Z—. 
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The Gladiolus bulbs you sent me produced the largest and most beau- 
tiful flowers I ever saw. I am more than pleased. 


Wisconsin, Oct. 26th, 1904. eB: 
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As regards the Midway Collection purchased from you last Spring, 
they have bloomed well, and the colors have been fine, and the size satis- 
factory. Another Spring I shall order more, as I like them better than 
any bulbs I have had before. 


VERMONT, Sept., 1902. MRS. JOEL H. G———. 
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I write to tell you of my beautiful blossoms. I have several of the 
coveted blues and heliotrope colors, a few dark red and several oddly 
marked. I am more than satisfied. I hope to purchase next Spring some 
of your higher priced bulbs. 


New York, Aug. 24th, 1902. MRSS iN. B 


Your Midway Collection as ordered by me in early Spring, proved all 
you claimed them to be, in fact they were the finest Gladioli I have ever 
had in my collection, and I shall take pleasure in recommending you to 
friends who desire bulbs of the higher order. 

NEw York, Sept. roth, 1902. Pe ——— 
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I have to report that we had a most favorable season for Gladioli 
blooms, and having them mulched with straw, I had some of the largest 
and best Gladioli I ever saw. In quality, the three strains (Gold Medal 
and Silver Trophy) I received from you two years ago, were the best. 

Two bulbs of the first section (Dark Shades) produced flower stems 
that were immense, nearly five feet high, and of such vigor, constitu- 
tion, and sun-resisting qualities, that I kept them separate to breed up 
in future, a sun-proof strain. 


ILLINOIS, Oct., 1902. HENRY C. E————. 


While the corms were as you stated, small, they all bloomed. They 
were not only entirely new varieties to me, but also very beautiful. The 
individual blossoms on the stalks were large, and although the season 
being rainy and dark, was not favorable, still I had entirely satisfactory 
results. 

New York, Sept., 1902. L. D. C———— 
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I am delighted with the Gladioli bulbs, Gold Medal and Silver Trophy 
Strain which I purchased of you in May. They blossomed finely the 
last of August, and were exquisitely beautiful, their rich tints rivalling 
orchids. The blossoms excited the admiration of all who saw them. 


I was awarded a special prize for them at our County Fair. 
_ NEw York, Oct., 1902. IDA M. B————. © 
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The Gladioli I received from you were the finest I have ever seen, they 
grew so strong and increased wonderfully. 
New York, Nov. 12th, 1903. F, A. D————— 
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Some months since you sent me a package of your Gladioli. They have 
been, and part now are in bloom and are indeed remarkably fine. There 
are a few of extraordinary beauty and elegance of color. As I wrote you 
I have been a grower of Gladioli for many years and have had many fine 
flowers, but yours are far superior. 

INDIANA, Aug. 24th, 1903. J. P. B———— 
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My stock all grew splendidly and when the flowers came I felt well 
repaid for the cost of the bulbs. No one in this vicinity had seen a blue 
Gladiolus, and my row of 100 blues attracted much attention. I am much 
obliged to vou for supplying me with such fine stock of my favorite 
flower. 

MassacuHusetts, Nov. 6th, 1903. EK. R. C————-, Jr. 


2 *% aye we + 


My Gladioli were a triumphant success and I want now to engage for 


Next eats e. bulbs from your Gold Medal Collection, sections two 
and three; also I want ...... of your Special Selections. 
PENNSYLVANIA, Sept. 23d, 1903. MISS M. L. D——— 


¥ \/ ¥, \/ 7 
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I have seen here this summer in a small garden belonging to my 
friend, Miss —————, the best and most varied collection of Gladioli 
I have ever seen. She said she secured the bulbs from you and I write to 
ask you to send me your catalogue. 

Lone ISLAND, Sept. 26th, 1903. MR. W. H. P————— 


THE Grower, Mr. ARTHUR COWEE 


“MAYOR MAN AO HLYON ANA SATIPY OOT LAOAV GVOUATIVY ANVILNY AHI AO NOISIAIGQ WVHLVHZ 
HHL NO GaLVOLIS SI HOIHM aay “N ‘NITYAG HO HOVITIA AHL GUVMOL WAVY AIVAMOGVGAY AO HIVE HINOS AHL SSOYDY INIAOOT 
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Gold Medal and Silver Trophy Strain section three now in full 
bloom; have given them the first row with eight rows of Gandavensis, 
Lemoine, Childsi and Nanceianus back of them, the colors of the others 
only helping to set off the marvelous beauty and colorings of your Strain. 
They are all you claim for them. 


Wisconsin, Aug. 14th, 19032. MOR ZAM IE 
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Last year I saw your exhibit of Gladioh at the Wethersfield Grange 
Fair. I cannot find words that will fairly describe my appreciation of the 
most beautiful and rare display of blossoms. This spring I had a 
longing for some bulbs which would produce such flowers as you dis- 
played, but in the absence of your catalogue (which I misplaced) I turned 
to one which I had containing Childsi varieties with long names and 
longer and alluring descriptions of the wonderful markings and colors of 
the bloom. I could hardly wait for the first blooms, which opened in time 
but were a great disappointment, but they were better than I had had be- 
fore. I believe that the bulbs which you offer will give me greater satis- 
faction and would be pleased to have your catalogue for next season. 


CONNECTICUT, Oct. 5th, 1903. MR. A. M———_—_., 


The Gladiolus Spikes were received and added greatly to our display. 
My display of Groff’s was the most admired of anything at the show. I 
made two entries and took first and second premiums. 

New York, Aug. 13th, 1903. MR. C. L————_. 


x Me \/ M, , 
yt yt AS et AG 


I have flowered my Gladiolit which I purchased of you and would say, 
they were very satisfactory; by far the best I have ever grown. 


MASSACHUSETTS, Sept. 28th, 1903. EDWARD) i 1 
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The Gladiolus bulbs I received from you this spring were the finest [ 
ever saw and J have seen a great many. Yours cannot be beaten, they are 
the finest in America; everybody has admired them and people passing 
my garden say they never saw such fine varieties, and I thank you for 
sending me such a fine collection. I will give you another order for next 
year. 

NEw YorK, Sept. 21st, 1903. MR. K. H. K———_—_. 


& © 6% % 
The Gladioli you sent me last spring have given the greatest satis- 
faction. The blue ones have been admired by every one who saw them. 


(Buffalo Mixture, Groff’s Hybrids and Midway Collection). 
CONNECTICUT, Sept. 22d, 1903. MR. S: Ey G=————. 
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* %* %& % %* They were perfectly satisfactory, I enjoyed each one. 


Though I had some fine ones before, the Buffalo Mixture far surpassed 
them. 
WISCONSIN, Sept. 29th, 1903. MRS. R. F. S——-——. 
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The small order of Gladioli purchased from you last spring proved 
satisfactory. I shall want $25, $50 or oe ae of stock. 
UTAH Sept. Oth, 3Q02. R. JOHN A. E————_. 


Please be so kind to send me one of your catalogues. Lately I have 
seen Mrs. collection of Gladioli she obtained of you, and they were 
most beautiful. I could hardly believe Gladioli could be so superb. 
Mrs. —————- is a member of our State Floral Society. Thanking you 
in advance for the catalogue. 


CALIFORNIA, Sept. 25th, 1903. MISS H. C————-. 
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The Gladioli, Gold Medal and Silver Trophy Strain, were very much 
admired by all who saw them. I hope to send for more of other varieties 
another spring. 

New York, Sept. 13th, 1903. MRS. H. W. C————_. 
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The Silver Trophy Strain you sent me last Spring were planted and 
grown by me this season with the result to justify me in saying “grand.” 
I think the Hybrids are the largest in flower and suit me about as well 
~ as any for general cutting. 
“The American Garden” Trial Grounds. 


December 13th, 1904. By STANLEY BROWN. 


We were very much pleased with the Gladiolus. They are the finest 
collection that we have ever seen, and the flowers were very much admired 
by all who saw them. 

St. Louis, Mo., Aug. 29th, 1904. J. G———. 
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I have just cut the last spikes of Gladioli from the three sections you 
sent me last Spring and I want to tell you that they were simply grand. 
The colors were certainly wonderful. With best wishes for your further 
success in their cultivation. 


Dayton, Outo, Aug. 19th, 1904. W. W. H———— 
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Must drop you a line and thank you for such magnificent novelties 
you offer in Gladiolus. I was surprised each day or so at the new shades. 
Both the blues and Groff’s Mixed were greatly admired by everybody. 
Will want more in the Spring. 

POUGHKEEPSIE, Aug. 22d, 1904. NV We ID) 
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It gives me great pleasure to report that the Groff’s Hybrid Seedlings 
3g to 5g and Silver Trophy Strain, section three have more than given 
satisfaction. I hardly expected much from the Seedlings this year but they 
are blooming very nicely. When your next catalogue is out please send 
me a copy. 

MILWAUKEE, Wis., Aug. 29th, 1904. Ss (GeO 
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Many local lovers of flowers are interested in the big Gladiolus Farm 
of Arthur Cowee, Berlin, N. Y. Mr. Cowee has devoted a lifetime to 
making his collection of Gladiolus, and there is no finer lot in the world as 
is shown by the Exhibition which he makes at St. Louis. 

Nov. 6th, 1904. SPRINGER EE ED GViass:) REPUBLICAN: 
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Arthur Cowee, Berlin, N. Y., was by far the most popular exhibitor 
in the building (New York State Fair); his magnificent display of 
Gladioli was simply astounding. The variety of color and markings were 
a revelation. 


Sept 1 Zid OOM FLORIST’S EXCHANGE. 
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Horticultural Hall (World’s Fair) was beautifully decorated for the 
day. High up in the center of the building was a large American Flag 
made entirely of Gladioli furnished by Arthur Cowee of Berlin, N. Y., said 
to be the largest grower in the world. The different colored flowers were 
deftly woven together so as to form stars and stripes in red, white and blue. 


Oct 20th; 1904" ira COUNTRY GENGEEMAN. 
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Your superb collections of Silver Trophy Strain, Buffalo and Midway 
Mixtures proved surprisingly prolific of results and, while my collection 
was a very small one, the varieties produced were remarkably numerous. 
I grew them beside others from t————— and the comparative results 
between the two were exceedingly marked. The bulbs obtained from 
you produced a much greater number of flowers to the spike and of an 
exceedingly greater variety of color and shapes, in addition to each 
flower being much larger than those produced from the other bulbs. 
Upon taking up my bulbs this Fall I found that the excellent results 
were not confined to the flowering quality alone, but that the bulbs 
yielded small corms very prolifically. 


Cit1caco, It., Nov. 4th, 1904. W. B. D————. 
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It is with pleasure I write you my experience with the bulbs ordered 
from you last Spring, but really find myself quite inadequate to the task. 
The blooms were so beautiful and each day developed something so new 
and so wonderful that they baffle discription. I exhibited thirty spikes at 
our Floral meeting and you should have heard the exclamations of de- 
licht at the sight * -* * > Ieamiumnore thanksatisned: 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., July 15th, 1904. MRS jails 
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The Gladioli we bought of you this Spring have given us a great deal 
of pleasure. They are really grand in diversity of color, size of flower 
spikes and of the individual flowers as well as in the exquisite penciling 
and marking of some of them. 

NEw JERSEY, Sept. 15th,. 1904. A. M 
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Last April I sent you an order for small bulbs of Groff’s Hybrids. It 
was with some interest that we noted the first signs of flowering, as we 
were not prepared to expect more than a few blooms from these small 
bulbs this season, and we are surprised and delighted at the full and 
magnificent blooms produced. We felt as though it were a speculation 
instead of an investment, but feel well repaid for cost and care of bulbs. 
Thank you that your catalogue fell into our hands. 

KIncaIp, KaAn., July 2oth, 1904. J B.B 
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The Gladioli bulbs I had from you last Spring have been extremely 
satisfactory, the largest blooms I ever saw and some of the most re- 
markable colors. I propose to have a thousand more next year. 


CONNECTICUT, Sept. 7th, 1904. Wo ES Seo VV. 
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The flowers from the bulbs secured from you have attracted the at- 
tention of every flower lover in our village, and the verdict is unanimous 
that such beautiful Gladioli have never been grown in this section before. 

MicuHican, Aug. 31st, 1904. Lh ——————— 
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The Gladiolus is certainly the people’s flower. The bulbs of the Silver 
Trophy Strain were very fine. Another Spring I shall order more. 
MASSACHUSETTS, Oct. 1oth, 1904. Beas 
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The Gladiolus bulbs, Silver Trophy Strain, which I purchased of you 
last Spring have just ceased blooming. The blues were grand and the 
reds unequaled. Every bulb bloomed to perfection. 

WISCONSIN, Sept. 7th, 1904. FAS 
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PRIZES AWARDED TO 
GROFF’S NEW 
HYBRID GLADIOLI 
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GRAND PRIZE 
World’s Fair, St. Louis, Mo., 1904 


Pan-American Exposition Gold Medal, 
Buffalo, 1901. 

Pan-American Silver Vase, awarded by 
Buffalo Florists’ Club, 1901. 

Thirteen First Prizes by Pan- American 
Exposition. 


Certificate of Merit, by Society of American 
Florists and Ornamental Horticulturists. 


New York, N. Y.,. . . 1900 


Buffalo, N2Y., sees a eet 
Asheville, N.C. . . . 1902 
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